Parnell
240 were after midnight* Out of 14,836 speeches delivered
in the Commons that session, 6,315 were delivered by Irish
members. " Mr. Parnell/' the Speaker noted, " with his
minority of twenty-four dominates the House/'
Mr. Forster got Habeas Corpus suspended, and promptly
jailed without trial hundreds of Land Leaguers. But the
Land League remained, and Lord Cowper, the Viceroy,
wondered whether it ought not to be suppressed. He thought
that the leaders, meaning Parnell, ought to be arrested. At
that moment, however, the Cabinet were not in the temper
for more arrests or suppressions. They had a Land Bill to
pass, and Lord Cowper's counsels of despair could not be
heard with patience until it had been passed. When the Bill
was brought into the House it was found to be a better Bill
than any of the Irishmen had expected. It put them in a
difficulty. They did not desire to seem pleased by it, nor
did they wish to jeopardise its passage into law. Parnell
decided that they should not vote for the second reading*
The Bill was safe in the Commons, so their abstention would
not injure it and would leave them free to disclaim responsi-
bility for it if anything went wrong. But he practised
wiliness in committee. " Whenever the measure was in
danger the Parnellites came to the rescue. When it was
safe they criticised and objected, and, it must be allowed,
improved the Bill*"1 It became law on August 22, 1881.
" In 1880," said Mr. Standish O'Grady," Ireland was owned
by the landlords; in 1881, Ireland was owned by the tenants.
The Cabinet yielded before the cabin/' Mr. O'Grady spoke
with picturesque exaggeration, but substantially he was right.
And for that result Ireland had to thank the Land League,
whose founder, Davitt, at that moment was again languishing
in jail.
1 Life of Charles Stewart Parnell, by R. Barry O'Brien, vol. i*, p* 296*
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